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COYOTE IDENTIFICATION AND BEHAVIOR



ÁShoulder Height: 21 - 24 inches

ÁLength: 3.5 - 4.5  feet (nose to tail tip)

ÁWeight: Adults 15-50 pounds

ÁAverage weight:  approx. 25 pounds

ÁPups are born in the spring and raised 

through the summer.
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https://urbancoyoteinitiative.com/10-fascinating-facts-about-urban-coyotes/

http://esmithphoto.zenfolio.com/p688474846/h3C35A7C2#h3c35a7c2



ÁNaturally most active during the day or during 

dawn and dusk

ÁTo avoid people, urban coyotes are most active 

at night

ÁDuring spring and summer when raising pups, 

more daytime activity can occur as they are in 

need of more food resources
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https://urbancoyoteinitiative.com/10-fascinating-facts-about-urban-coyotes/



ÁNormal, healthy 

coyotes are fearful of 

people and avoid 

human activity

ÁCoyotes are shy but 

curious. Sometimes 

they will observe 

humans or domestic 

animals from a 

distance

IDENTIFICATION AND BEHAVIOR

6

http://www.orangecountync.gov/departments/animalservices/coyote_page.php



ÁCoyotes live in packs led by 

a dominant pair

ÁCoyotes are considered 

monogamous and pair for life

ÁBoth the male and female 

coyote care for the pups
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https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/08/coyote-america-dan-flores-history-science/



WHY ARE COYOTES IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD?



ÁRodents (rats, mice, etc.)

ÁDeer 

ÁFruit

ÁWild Rabbits

ÁBirds

ÁHuman-associated food 

items (trash, domestic pets, 

compost, etc.)

FOOD SOURCES
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http://coronadetucson.blogspot.com/2009/02/wild-dogs.html



ÁCover from wind and rain for den sites 

(buildings, shrubberies)

ÁAccess to water

ÁLack of predators

HABITAT
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WHAT CAN I DO?



As rats, mice, and other rodents are the primary food source for urban coyotes, the most effective 

means of reducing coyote populations relies on the community to practice responsible behaviors 

which reduce rodent activity. 

REMOVE FOOD SOURCES
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https://coyoteyipps.com/2013/03/04/eraticator/http://www.urbanecology.org/san-diego-canyons-mix-coyotes-house-cats/


